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SECTION 015639 

TEMPORARY TREE AND PLANT PROTECTION 

PART 1 - GENERAL 

1.1 RELATED DOCUMENTS 
A. Drawings and general provisions of the Contract, including General and Supplementary Conditions 

and other Division 01 Specification Sections, apply to this Section. 

1.2 SUMMARY 
A. Section includes general protection and pruning of existing trees and plants that are affected by 

execution of the Work, whether temporary or permanent construction. 

1.3 DEFINITIONS 
A. Caliper:  Diameter of a trunk measured by a diameter tape at 6-inchesabove the ground for trees up 

to, and including, 4-inch size; and 12-inches above the ground for trees larger than 4-inch size. 
B. Plant Protection Zone:  Area surrounding individual trees, groups of trees, shrubs, or other vegetation 

to be protected during construction, and indicated on Drawings. 
C. Tree Protection Zone:  Area surrounding individual trees or groups of trees to be protected during 

construction, and defined by a circle concentric with each tree with a radius 1.5 times the diameter 
of the drip line unless otherwise indicated. 

D. 
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b. Enforcing requirements for protection zones 
c. Arborist's responsibilities 
d. Field quality control 

1.6 PROJECT CONDITIONS 
A. The following practices are prohibited within protection zones: 

1. Storage of construction materials, debris, or excavated material 
2. Parking vehicles or equipment 
3. Foot traffic 
4. Erection of sheds or structures 
5. Impoundment of water 
6. Excavation or other digging unless otherwise indicated 
7. Attachment of signs to or wrapping materials around trees or plants unless otherwise 

indicated. 
B. Do not direct vehicle or equipment exhaust toward protection zones. 
C. Prohibit heat sources, flames, ignition sources, and smoking within or near protection zones and 

organic mulch. 

PART 2 - PRODUCTS 

2.1 MATERIALS 
A. Topsoil:  Natural or cultivated top layer of the soil profile or manufactured topsoil; containing organic 

matter and sand, silt, and clay particles; friable, pervious, and black or a darker shade of brown, or 
gray than underlying subsoil; reasonably free of subsoil, clay lumps, gravel, and other objects more 
than 1 inch in diameter; and free of weeds, roots, and toxic and other non-soil materials. 
1. Obtain topsoil only from well-drained sites where topsoil is 4-inches deep or more; do not 

obtain from bogs or marshes. 
B. Organic Mulch:  Free from deleterious materials and suitable as a top dressing for trees and shrubs, 

consisting of the following: 
1. Type:  Shredded hardwood, fully composted. 
2. Size Range:  3-inches maximum, ½ -inch minimum 
3. Color:  Natural 

C. Protection Zone Fencing:  Fencing fixed in position and meeting the following requirements 
(previously used materials may be used when approved by Architect): 
1. Protection Zone Fencing:  4’ tall, heavy duty HDPE, high visibility orange, safety fencing. 

with rigid metal t-posts, minimum 6’ tall  installed 2’ into the ground 

PART 3 - EXECUTION 

3.1 EXAMINATION 
A. Erosion and Sedimentation Control:  Examine the site to verify that temporary erosion- and 

sedimentation-control measures are in place.  Verify that flows of water redirected from construction 
areas or generated by construction activity do not enter or cross protection zones. 

B. For the record, prepare written report, endorsed by arborist, listing conditions detrimental to tree and 
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B. Root Pruning within Protection Zone:  Clear and excavate by hand to the depth of the required 
excavation to minimize damage to root systems. Use narrow-tine spading forks, comb soil to expose 
roots, and cleanly cut roots as close to excavation as possible.  

3.6 CROWN PRUNING  
A. Prune branches that are affected by temporary and permanent construction. 

1. Prune trees to remain to compensate for root loss caused by damaging or cutting root 
system at the direction of the Owner and Architect.  Provide subsequent maintenance during 
Contract period as recommended by arborist. 

2. Pruning Standards:  Prune trees according to ANSI A300 (Part 1) and the following: 
a. Type of Pruning:  Cleaning. 
b. Specialty Pruning:  Restoration. 

3. Cut branches with sharp pruning instruments; do not break or chop. 
4. 
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3.10 DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS AND WASTE MATERIALS 
A. Disposal:  Remove excess excavated material, displaced trees, trash and debris, and legally dispose 

of them off Owner's property. 

END OF SECTION 


